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Marr x. . 21. — 


His Lord aid unto him, md done, 
thou good and faithful ſervant ; thou 
haſt been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee Ruler over many 
things: Enter thou i into the j Joy of thy 


Lord. 
A fountain and original of all perfec- 
hb tion, hath in his infinite Wiſdom © 
produced a great varie ty of Beings, of very 
different kinds and 9 ſo he hath given 
them certain powers, perfeoctions and capa- 
A 2 : cities, 


8 the great and good God, the 
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; ty, ſo Ert as he is capable 872 it. 
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IT is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
this beautiful variety takes place in all the 


ſyſtems of rational Beings that God has 


formed: And that it is ſo in fact amongſt 
mankind is obvious to every one's 9bſerya- 
tion, for all men have not the ſame de- 

rees of knowledge and underſtanding, of 
reaſon and judgment, of wiſdom and pru- 
dence, or acquired learning, nor the ſame 
genius and natural capacity: All men are 
not equally robuſt and healthy, equally 
rich, or great, and honourable in the 
world: All have not the ſame advantages | 


of education, and opportunities of improve- 


ment in Arts and Sciences, or in their ſeve- 
ral callings and occupations. All theſe. 
things are gifts and talents which the Wiſe 


Maker and governor of the world, diſtri- 
butes unto men. in different kinds, degrees, | 


and proportions, as he knows to be beſt and 


fitteſt 'for anſwering the wiſe ends of his 
righteous government. - To ſome are given 


| talents, to others five, to others two, and 


to others but one, to every man according to 
bie ſeveral ability;  accordin 80 to his rank! in 
the 55 


6890 


the Gratis] Ab tlie ſtation which God 
hath placed him in; and they are all given 
in their different kinds and proportions 6 
 profit-avithal ; our bufineſs 3 is to improve the 
feveral talents that are committed to our 


truſt, of whatever kind they be, to the 


ends and purpoſes for which they are given, 


count- 
Univetſe, arid enjoy the tokens of his fa- 


that is, to be uſeful and do good with them, 
to employ them in promoting and increa- 


fing the happineſs of others, in mitigating 
their ſorrows and afflictions, in leſſening 
their miſeries, or removing them, as far as 
hes in our power: This is the duty of eve- 
ry man in his place and ſtation, — ACCOF- 
ding to the gifts and talents he is intruſt 
with; and for the improvement, or neglect, 
or abuſe of them muſt we all give an ac- 

ereafter to the great Lord of the 


vour, or feel the effects of his diſpleaſure, 


AC 


ing as our account fhall be. 
An p this ſeems to be the Moral of this 


Payable, of which our text is a part, which 
contains the commendation that the Lord 
gave to the faithful ſervant for his fidelity 


and induſtry in improving what had been 


committed to his truſt, his approbation of 
his conduct, and the invitation he gave him 
to take poſſeffion of the reward of his faithi· 
ful ſervice. His Lord ſaid unto: him, well 
done, thou good and n ſervant, thou 


Ay - Tl 


(6 * 

700 been faithful over a few Sis: T will 
make thee ruler over many things; enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord. And the fame 
thing is repeated in the 23d verſe to the ſer- 
vant who had made a ſuitable improvement 
of a ſmaller number of talents that had 
been committed to his care and manage-_ 
ment, to let us ſee that though all men do 
not receive an equal 2 oportion of gifts and 
talents, yet if they faithfully improve what 
their Lord thinks fit to intruſt them with,- 
they ſhall all receive a proportionable re- 
ward, and | Aw more or leſs 1 his 
* th 

Faw ſee then my Brethren — is the 
duty of every man, and the ſervice requi- 


red of him, and what is the reward that e 


very faithful ſervant may confidently ex- 
pect from his Lord and Maſter: Our bu- 
ſineſs is, to receive with gratitude the ſeve- 
ral gifts and talents which God thinks fit 
to beſtow upon us, to conſider ſeriouſly 
what they are, and for what ends and purpo- 
ſes they are given, to be faithful in the ma- 
nagement of them, and careful to im- 

prove them by a patient continuance in wel! 
doing: And if we do our part with fideli- 
ty and diligence, then may we have confi- 
dence towards God, that we ſhall obtain 
Tm OE: and approbation, „ 40 good and 


1 5 thfut 


fait the j joy of our Lord. 
Now to cxote ae allen . of 
zeal, diligence and fidelity in the jmprove- 
ment of our ſeveral talents, give me leave 
at this time to lay before you a ſhort de- 
ſcription of that iy and bappineſs which is 
prepared for the good and faithful ſervant 
in the future ſtate, ſo far as God has been 
pleaſed to acquaint us with it. 7 
THE Apolile Paul tells us that ye bath. : 
dt ſeen, nor ear heard, nor. hath it entred. 
into the heart of man to conceive the things 
that God hath prepared for them that le 
bim, 1 Cor. 2. 9. 2. Our life is hid with: 
Chriſt in God, and it doth not yet appear 
5 what we ſhall be, Col. 3, 3. 1 Johan, 2, Our, 
preſent conceptions of the joy and happineſs 
of the future ſtate are very imperfect and 
obſcure, for we can know no more of it 


than what he who is the author and foun- 


tain of it thinks fit to let into our minds ei- 
ther by the light of nature or revelation; ſo 
much as he has by either of theſe ways com- 
municated to us, we may know, but farther 
we cannot go with any certainty ; now he 
has not thought fit to open up to us the 
fulneſs of thoſe j joys that are in his preſence, 
the reaſons of which may probably be, -ci- 
ther becauſe in our preſent State our facul- 
ties would not be able to bear ſuch a dif- 
| A 4 h COvery' 


cofiery' or were - t r refs deleribdl 
tz us in it's full perfection, ant with all the 
circumſtanèes that attend it, we could not 
after all form a compleat idea of it, unleſs 
Ve actually enjoy d it; which would i not be 
conſiſtent ich 4 ſtate of trial, ſuch as our 
preſent one is ; or laſtly were our faculties 
able to bear ſuch 4 degree of knowledge, 
cou'd they take in and comprehend the 
height and perfection of the future happi- 
neſs, it would only ſerve to render 7 
Continuance in this world the more unea Y, 
{6 that we ſhou'd not be able to abide in it 
with any tolerable ſatisfaction; our minds 
in that caſe: would be ſo taken up with-the 
thoughts of the joys and pleaſures of Hea- 
ven, that we ond be impatient to be 
1e, we ſhould become quite e of. 
ie preſent Life; and wen careleſs and 
| unconeern'd about the t] lings o* this world; 
and yet theſe are matters that demand 
 forne degree of care and attention, and are 
not to be wholly overlooked. and deſpis d. 
Theſe 12 probably be ſome of the rea- 
fons why God has Mt given us a full view 
of the joys of the future ſtate, at leaſt 
they irs Sufficient to any his wiſdom. > 
cgncealing ſuch knowledge from us. 
THERE is however enough revealed to 
encourage us to 'be faithful and diligent in 
the improvement of our ſeyeral talents, 
which 


which i all chat i s needful for us to knov 
at preſent: For we are fully ed there 
is fuch a ſtate, and that the happineſs wwe 
ſhall enjoy in it, if we- be god Jane 
Jul Servants, is above all that we are able 
to conceive or expreis. Tt-ſeerns chiefly to 
conſiſt in theſe three things. i. In hang 
perfectly free from all evil, whether -natu- 
ral or Arey 2. In hein 1 vir- 
tuous and holy, and | of every 
thing that ks perfect our nature. An 

In the joyful aſſurance that this bleſſed 

ate ſhall never have an end. 

I. TuxRE will be an entire epa nd 
ae from every thing that is evil; : 
whether natural or moral, whether the & 
vil of pain, or the evil of fin. We all 
know from experience what à variety of 
troubles and miſeries we are liable to in this 
world, wwe are born to trouble as the ſparks 
fee upward, Job. 5.7 This is a irt of 
our lot and portion Boe rt of the dif- 

cipline which - our heavenly Father in his 

Wiſdom and Faithfulnefs chuſethi to make 

. iſs of for . our improvement” in virtue, in 
order to train us up and diſpoſe us fer a 
better ſtate; our condition and abo 

this world is a pilgrimage, and weare here 
as ſtrangers and - ſojourners, paſſing on and 
travelling towards our heavenly Country. 
While wwe Rs in the body (faith the A- 
polity; 


. 10 ) 
poſtle, 2 Cor. 5. 6. 7. ) vr are _ abjent from, 
the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by, 
fight, and Elſewhere, Heb. 13. 14. he ſays, 
For here we have no continuing city, but we 
ſeek one to come. This earth is our place 
and ſtate of trial, and it is very ſuitable to 
ſuch a ſituation, that we ſhou'd be ſubject. 
to afflictions and troubles. and diſappoint- 
ments: It is beſt for us that it ſhould be ſo; 
for were it otherwiſe, we ſhould be apt ta 
forget our heavenly country, and ſeldom or 
| Never think of removing hence, and aſcen- 
ding to a more perfect State of virtue and 
happineſs. It is therefore a wiſe qontri- 
vance - that there ſhou'd be a mixture of 
good and evil in the lot of every man, 
that as by the one he is diſpoſed to Rejarce, 
ſo by the other he may learn the useful leſ- 
ſon f confideration, and from the mixture 
of both which God hath wiſely. meaſured 
out to every one of us, 40 ſet the one 
as it were over againſt the other, we may 
be taught to receive evil from tis band 
as well as goed, and in whatever fate we are 
therewith to be content; to ſet our affections 
en things above, and not on things on the 
_. earth, and to ſeek our happineſs, not .in the 
uncertain periſhing enjoyments of this life, 
but in the favour of God, which is better 
than . and who ** be to all his 2 
| | and 


FO 


and faithful ſervants, the firength: of their 7: 


heart, and their portion for ever. 

In this world then we are by the wiſe 
appointment of providence as in à vale of 
tears, often diſturbed with cares and ſor- 
rows and perplexities, and many things that 
give us uncaſineſs ; our life iz, a continual 
labour, and a great part of the buſineſs of 
it, is a fore travel which God hath given 10 
the ſons of men to be exerciſed with. There 
are many troubles which we cannot avoid 
being haraſſed with leſs or more, while we 
ſojourn in theſe earthly tabernacles; we 
| muſt labour and toil in Ms ſeveral callings 
and employments; for the ſupport of our- 
ſelves, and thoſe who have a dependence 
upon us, and in order to be ue and ſer- 
viceable to the ſociety. of which we are 
members; and inde it is our duty to do 
fo, and we are acting a virtuous part, and 
improving ing our talents, when we are ſo em- 

loyd: But will it not be a great happineſs 
to — advanced into ſuch a ſtate and condi- 
tion as to be above all earthly cares either 
for ourſelves or others, to be out of the 
reach of all bodily wants, and to be able 
to exerciſe qur. good affections in a more 
noble and godlike manner, than it is 
ble for us to exert them here? why this 
will be our condition when we ſhall enter 
inte the joy 1 our FOG for | In that ſtate an 


end 


* * _ * 
PPP ; ODA 6.x . 
4 * wy * 
* * *. 11 
4 
* 4 * . = hs 
: » £8 * 
s 
” i . 5 
F * Fa 8 Fq . N 
* . 
wo 


As AAS 


| rr br frat as 
mitment, or habitation, without which we 

5 Eeahnot ſubſiſt in this world, . and o ſhall be 
| from all manner of at 
thou ights about. what we ful eat; 
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| | I and what wwe 4 arink, 167 oats 
urn in the body, 
= and diſeaſes, to 


P 


| pointmienits, that arc apt to breed vexation 
Aud diſquiet, and at length we muſt yield 
8e che laſt enemy Gesch. de which we have 
4 mitural a : But in heaven there is 


Na 
ol 


"—_ 
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implanted 3 in us by 
ture for very wife and 
competent portion of * 


mfort while we are here; all 
itable and agreeable to our 
but yet they are fr 


and ſometimes through ou 
folly prove temptations to 
and often lead us captive te 


£ 


hy us in vice, 

us In our Chriſt 
doubt is to a good and we 
greateſt burden 


ta} 


Bur now in n heaven we ſhall be is any 
free from all theſe evils and inconvenien- 
cies which in the preſent ſtate do ſo much 


retard our p G in virtue; for in that 
bleſſed place al fin and vice and temptafion 


> , ſhall be removed from us, and we ſhall 


' groan no more under the bondag e of corrup- 
tion, nor ſhall 4 law in our * rebel 
any more againſt the law in our minds ; the 
body of death ſhall then be wholly ſubdued, 
and we ſhall be out of all fears of our ſpi- 
ritual enemies, thoſe carnal and worldly lafts 
that now war againſt the ſoul > Our Chriſtian 
warfare is then at an end, we ſhall have 
finiſh'd our courſe, and having come off more 
than conquerors through him that loved us, 
ſhall. obtain @ crown of righteouſneſs that 
Fadeth not away; and no adverſary ſhall from 
thenceforth have any acceſs to us. And oh! 
What a happineſs and pleaſure muſt it be 
to a virtuous mind, to be delivered from 
ſuch incumbrances as greatly obſtruct the 
free exerciſe of good affections, and are the 
principal difficulty in the practice of virtue, 
for which we are naturally formed. 

Ix a word, when we ſhall have obtained 
the place prepared for us in the heavenly 
manſions, we ſhall never feel or fear evil 
any more, for then ſhall be completely ful- 
filled the ſaying that is written, death is 
4 wallowed up in victory, O death, where is 


E 


th - - 
| ef O grave, where is thy vithory? 
2 1 ace is fit, end the flirength of 
law, but. thanks be to God who 
= hath is us the victory through aur Erd. 
Jeſiu Curt. 
In heaven then there ſhall be cen fin 
nor tation to it, no more ſorrow nor 3 
no 2 misfortunes, en 
calamitous events, and no more diſeaſes, 
nor death; for in that triumphant ſtate we 
_ ſhall obtain a compleat deliverance from all 
thoſe evils, and ſecurely enjoy that reſt that 
is prepared for the people of God, where 
we ſhall never more be liable to any kind of 
trouble. The inhabitant ſhall not ſay I am 
Ack, for death ſhall then be utterly aboliſhed, 


and that immortal and incorruptibie hi 


which has been brought to light by the go 
ſhall take place. So that we ſhall not ge 
any more, but ſhall be as the Angels. The 
righteous is taken away from the. evils of this 
world, and gone in peace; they reft as m 
beds, each one who hath walked in his 257 _ | 
neſs. Thus bleſſed are the dead who Ny 
the Lord, for they.reft from their labours, ail 


beir works 2 them. They ſhall hun 
no more, neither thirſt any more, neither | 5 


the fun light on them, nor any heat, - for the 
Lamb re is in the micht of * the Throne foal 
JE: dem, ond at lead 5 unto living 

5 - fountains 


; | ( x6 ) ns 
Fountains of Y . God ! ſhall wipe Pe 


"all tears from their "ES. 
II. Tre happine Is of the future tate doth 
alſo conſiſt in the the poſletion and enjoyment 
of every thing that is truly good, that tends 
to the perfection of our nature, and the im- 
oyement and gratification of its faculties. 
The happineſs of ſuch beings, as we are 
muſt conkiſt in the free exerciſe of our pow- 
ers and faculties, our reaſon and underſtand- 
ing, our wills and affections, together with 
that inward pleaſure, ſelf approbation, and 
3 jay yful hope which reſult from thence ; that 
zz in other words, in the knowledge of fuch 
| þ Cri as are excellent and worthy to he 
known, in the free choice of what is truly | 
good, in the perfect and regular exerciſe of 
our good affections and virtuous diſpoſitions, | 
in the approbation of our own minds, and 
a conſcious ſenſe of our own integrity, and 
in the enjoyment of the favour and appra- 
bation of our Maker, the righteous Gover- 
nor and Judge of the world : The man who 
is in ſuch a ſtate as we have now deſcribed 
is truly happy, and enjoys all the pleaſure | 
that is ſuitable to his nature. : 
No ſuch will be the condition of all the 5 
8 goo and faithful ſeryants. of God in the 
future ſtate; for we ſhall then be made to 
know and underſtand all the great and ex- 
| lent truths that are worthy of our ſearch, 
— which ; 
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which have a. tendency to perfect our na- 
| tures, to open and enlarge our faculties; and 
give a pleaſure to the mind: And our knows 
ledge ſhalt then be clear, direct and full, 
| ps, free from the imperfections, and mir | 
tures. of error and - miſtake, to which men 
of the greateſt genius and beft underſtands 
ing are liable in the preſent ſtate ; for here 
we #now but in part, but when that which 1s 
perfett is ' come, then that which is in 
ſhall be done away : Here ave ſee but as in 4 
mirrour or lacking glaſs, darkly or in à rid- 
ale, wut — to face, now iue ip only 
in part, but then ſhall we know even as alis 
wwe are known, 1 Cor. Xl. 9, 10, 12. 
And certainly it cannot but afford a. an biste 
and exquiſite —— to every intelligent 
— to be admitted to — and di- 
ſtinct kn e of the moſt excellent ob- 
jects, which is the delight of Angels, and 
one of che Glories of the rene Being 


Ac Al N, as our ondenſtandings 
raiſed to great and anconadvitte 4 * of 
knowledge, ſo our Wills and affections hall 
exert themſelves in the free and deghtful 
choice of the chiefeſt good, and in the love, 
eſteem and veneration of the greateſt and 
beſt of all Beings, and chis will naturally 
lead us to the exerciſe of love towards all 
the 9 A wieh W 
| | 18 


= 2 
high delight and ſatisfaction in beholding 
their happineſs, and in the enjoyment of 
CT. mds ory 092 
TRE Image of the Deity in which we 
are originally form'd ſhall then be freed from 
the blemiſhes and imperfections with which 
it appears in our preſent ſtate, for we ſhall 
be advanced to as high degrees of holineſs 
and virtue, and as near a reſemblance to 
the moral perfections of God, as the condi- 
tion of our nature, and our rank in the crea- 
tion will admit; We ſhall behold his Face in 
Righteouſneſs, we ſhall be ſatisfy'd when we 
awake with his likeneſs ; and when he ſhall 
appear we ſhall be ike him, for we. ſhall ſee 
bim as he is, Pſalm xvii. 1 5. 1 John iii. 2. 
Ap what will ſtill add to the pleaſure that 
muſt reſult from this exaltation of our na- 
ture is, that we ſhall be continually growing 
in theſe per fections of knowledge and vir- 
tue; our minds always opening. to take in 
larger and more comprehenſive views of 
things, and our affections exerting them- 
ſelves with greater ſtrength and vigour to- 
wards their proper objects. Now from hence 
muſt neceſſarily ariſe an unconceivable joy 
and ſatisfaction, and unſpeakable peace and 
tranquillity in the mind ; for knowledge and 
holineſs, and the exerciſe of good affections 
are a never failing ſpring of true delight and 


laſting fund of ſolid comfort: And accord- 
pete, EC ingly 


(9). 

ingly the re repreſents the. ſtate. of 
ages r the 
moſt noble and manly pleaſures, the trueſt 
ſadtisfactions, and moſt divine enjoyments. 
bn thy preſence is fullneſs of joy, ſaith the 
Pſalmiſt, (Pſalm xvi. I I.) at thy right hand 
there are pleaſures for evermore, And in 
the following P/alm xvii. 15. I. ſhall behold 
thy Face in Righteouſneſs, T ſhall be ſatisfy'd 
when I awake, with thy likeneſs. And again, 
Pſalm xxxvi. 8, 9. They ſhall be 2 
fatisfy'd with the fatneſs of thy houſe ; and 

thou ſhalt make them drink 7 the river of thy 
pleaſure ; for with thee 1s the fountain of life, 
in thy light ſhall we ſee ligbt. And in Tſaiah 
XXXV. 10. The naghweds of the Lord ſhall re- 
turn, and come to Zion with ſongs, and ever- 


laſing joy upon their heads; they ſhall obtain 
Joy and — F, and ſorrow and fighing ſhall 


fie away. And our Saviour Pronounces a 
ſtate of —_ to the mourners, Matib. v. 
4. Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they ſhall 
be comforted. 

Axio all this pleaſure ſhall be greatly i in- 
creaſed by the agreeable Society we ſhall be 
in, for we ſhall be admitted to the preſence 
of the bleſſed God, the fountain of happi- 


7 6 | neſs and perfection, and enjoy the marks of 


his favour, which is better than life, and the 
light of his Countenance, which will put -a 


v into our hearts, infinitely excceding | 
B 2 — 


{20) 

the joy men feel in the pleaſures or affluence 
of this world: We ſhall live in the prefence 
of Chriſt, - beholding his Glory, and ſharing 
with him in his Joy: We ſhall have the 
company of the blefled Angels, and glorified 
Saints like ourſelves, with whom we ſhall 
dive in perfect love and friendſhip ; for in this 
; Happy Society there ſhall be no jars or conten- 


tions, no wars or confuſions, no hatred or 


cnalice, envy or ill-will, nothing to cool our 


Jove, or abate our affection; = the moſt 


perfect union, peace and harmony ſhall-reign 
Among us, and mutual love give law to all 
our thoughts. 

Bur 3dly, Thej joy and happineſs of God's 
faithful ſervants in the future State, is yet 
farther heightened from this important con- 
ſideration; that it ſhall never have an end, 
but continue for ever. For ſo we are very 
'expreſly taught in holy Scripture, as Marth. 
25. 46. the righteous ſhall go into life eter- 
v. John 3. 16. 18. 36. He that helieveth 
on the Son, namely, ſo as to be led thereby 
to a ſincere obedience to his laws, fhall not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life ; and again, 
To them who by a- patient continuance in woll- 
. doing” look for glory, honour and immortality, 
 *God will give eternal life, Rom. 2. 7. 

Bur that the happineſs of the future 
State i is of an eternal continuance, may very 

reaſ omably- be * from the conſidera- 
tion 


N 


tion of the Divint perſections, particularly: 
his unchangable wiſdom, goodnels and power. 
For what was it that moved God to — 


any Beings at all, was it not to comme 
cate happineſs? Why then is it not reaſona- 
blo to conclude that the ſame goodneſs, which 
moved him to exert his infinite Wacom. and 

power in contriving and making, preſerving 
and governing the beautiful _— of the 
World, with the miriads of Beings where 
with it is repleniſhed; of various; kinds and 
orders, and very different degrees of . 
tion, yt all capable of proportionable de- 


grees of happineſs: And partienlarly to give 


being to us the inhabitants of this earth, to 


conduct us by a conſtant watehful providenee 
through all the ſtages of life, and bring us at 


N into a Nato of perfection, into the 
poſſeſſion and enjoyment of as great happi- 


nefs as our nature is capable of. I ſay, is 
it not reaſonable to N that the fame 
wiſdom and goodneſs will move him to con- 
tinue us in that happy State for ever? To 
ſuppoſe otherwiſe wou d ſeem to be a reflee- 
tion on his unchangable pertections, and to 
repreſent him as weak and. variable, fiekle 


and capricious, which wou d be a moſt un- 


worthy y conception, and a blaſp hemous re- 


preſentation of the moſt perfect Being. 
Ap the ſame thing is farther evident 


f on what has been already ſaid in defcrib- 


Sy : ing 
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ing the nature of that happineſs, which 


wou'd not really be ſo great as the ſacred 
writers have every where repreſented it, 
were it not to laſt for ever: To ſet this ar- 
gument in a clear light, let us ſuppoſe a per- 
ſon placed in a State of the higheſt happineſs 
his nature is capable of, and enjoying the 
moſt exquiſite pleaſures he could defire ; but 
yet this State is ſometime or other to have 
an end, and he knows that after ſome cer- 
tain period he muſt be deprived of it; 1 
aſk wou'd not this throw a damp on all 
his pleaſures, and quite ſpoil the ſatisfaction 
he might otherwiſe have in finding himſelf 
in ſuch an happy ſituation? Certainly it muſt, 
as oft as he ſhou'd reflect on its temporary 


duration, a reflection which in that caſe he 


cou'd not eaſily avoid frequently to enter- 
tain. Let us ſuppoſe again an offer made of 
two different States of happineſs, and we 
are left to chuſe which we pleaſe, One is, 
a low inferiour degree of happineſs but of 
an endleſs duration, the other is, the high- 
eſt degree of happineſs we are capable of be- 
ing advanced to, only it is to be enjoy d for 
2 limited time: Now I aſk which of theſe 
two States is the more eligible in the judg- 
ment of any wiſe conſidering perſon ? We 
may I think reaſonably preſume that any 
one of the leaſt prudence and reflection 
wou'd chuſe the former; for it is infinitely 
. 1 Preferable, 


. 

preferable, and there is no room for com- 

pariſon. The happineſs of Heaven then 
wou'd not be ſo great, ſo deſirable, and ſo 
earneſtly and zealouſly to be ſought after, as 
the Scriptures every where repreſent it to be, 
were it not eye eternal, 1 never to — 
aſe end. 85 
Bur bleſſed be FN the: caſe i 1s not * 
ve know and are aſſured from him who cn 
not lye, and whoſe promiſes are all Yea and 
Amen, that the heavenly State is an eternal 


Pe 


3 foring of pure and unſpeakable: delight, 


which ſhall never fail, a Tree liſe whoſe : 
leaves ſhall: never wither, but bes ſtill freſſr 
and flouriſhing, ſo that we ſhall zever'bun- 
ger or thirft.or dye any more r It is aweters © 
nal weight of glory," 4 kingdonthat cannot be” 
moved, an inheritance. 2 252mmcorruptible, 
end fadeth not. AWAyiS 153 2090 1 as 
I Have but 1 furthet to ob. 
ſerve concerning this ſubject, ane is, That 
though all good and faithful ſervants: ſhall 
enter into the joy of their Lord, .yet-they 
are not all to he equal in! glory and perfect 
tion, which will be different according to 
the different talents and capacities that were 
given them, and the improvement they 
made of them; . and in proportion to their 
various and different attainments in holineſs 
and virtue, or their ſufferings on the account 


of a + good conſcience, and patient enduring 
B 4 the 


C 
the troubles of life. And this is a thing ſo: 
_ reaſonable in it felf, fo agreeable to the wiſ- 
dom of God, and his uſual method of diſ- 
penfing his gifts and favours, and fo plainly 
taught in — places of holy Scripture, 
that we need not infiſt largely upon it: A 
paflage or two to this purpoſe ſhall ſuffice, 
and one may be the parable which we have 
in the 19th. chapter of the Goſpel according 
to::Luke, concerning a nobleman going to a 
far cauntry, and delivering to his ten ſervants 
teri pounds to occupy or trade with till he 
fou d return: When he called them to an 
account, vre find that different rewards were 
diſtributed. unto them in proportion to the 
different imnrovement they had made of 
their Lortbs money, for he who had: im- 
proved: his pound ta ten, has authority gi 
ven him over ten cities; and he who had 
improved i pound only to five, has au- 
thority given him only: over five cities. And 
iche 16: Epiſleto:the Corinthtens the I tin 
chapter at hr 4th. and ꝗ adi verſes, the 
file. tells us, That as rberr is unt 
the Sun, — of the dont and amther of 
the Start; (for one Star u rom another 


tb 
Stur in glory): ſo alſo is — gmt of the 
dead. Alluding probably to that remarkable 
aſſage in the book — r2th, chap- 
ter the 2d; and 3d. verſes.” Many of them 
lrg — OE Err 


ſome 


(.25* ) 


ſome to everlaſting life; and fome to ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt. Aud they aubo have 
been wiſe, (in the mar 1 is rendered 
Teachers) ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament, — — vo have turned many to 
7 1ghteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. 
* THE other thing J wou'd obſerve relat- 
Hig to this ſubject of our future happineſs is 
this, -that though the joy into which the 
good and faithful ſervant ſhall be admitted 
in the other world, may not be communi- 
cated to him in all its fullneſs and perfection, 
till after the reſurrection, and the general 
judgment, yet even in the feparate and in- 
termediate State, during the interval between 
death and the reſurrection, the Soul is in a 
State of great and unſpeakable happineſs, be- 


ing delivered from all the evils both natural 


and moral with which the preſent imperfect 
State ſo much abounds, and entered upon an 
unchangable and everlaſting: State of perfec- 
tion, in which there will be a conſiatit pro- 
greſs to all eternity. It enjoys immediately 
after death the beginning of its reward, and 
waits with a patient and joyful expectation 
the. redemption of the body; and does not 
(as ſome have vainly and fooliſſily imagin'd) 
fall into a State of ſleep or inſenfibility. The 
doctrine of the ſleep of the Soul during its 
ſeparation from the body, ſeems to me an 
e and. * hypotheſis, and 
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without any plauſible. ſupport either from 


| reaſon or Scripture ; nor is it eaſy to conceive. 
what ſhou'd have led any one into ſuch a 


whimſical and unphiloſophical notion, as it 
ſeems to me, eſpecially when it is contrary 


to ſeveral paſſages of holy Scripture, as par- 
ticularly to what our Saviour ſays in the 


parable of the Rich man and Lazarus in the 
16th. of Luke from the 22d. to the 25th. 
verſe, where Lazarus is repreſented as car- 
ried by Angels into Abrabam's boſom, and 


as being there in a State of conſciouſneſs, 


and enjoying happineſs immediately upon 
his removal out of the body: And this rea- 

ſoning is not founded upon a bare circum- 
ſtance of the parable, but upon the princi- 

pal deſign of it, ariſing out of the very moral 
of the ſtory, which i is plainly enough point- 

ed out to us in the 25th. verſe, where 
Abraham is introduced ſaying to the rich man, 


Son, remember that thou in thy life time re- 


ceivedſt thy good things, and likewiſe Lazarus 
evil things, Gas now he is. comforted, and thou 
art tormented. This hypotheſis, is alſo moſt 
evidently contrary to what the Apoſtle Paul 


builds his reaſoning upon in the 5th. chapter 
of his 2d. Epiſtle to the Corinthians, where 


he ſays in the 8th. verſe, (and it ſeems to be 


the foundation of his whole exhortation, to 
patience and integrity under ſufferings and 
Perſccutions, ) we are confident, I ay, and 


willing 


ite) 


| willing rather to be abſent from the Body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord. Which words 
do ſufficiently imply, that the ſoul in its 
tate of ſeparation and abſence from the 
body, is preſent with the Lord, and enjoy- 
ing happineſs in his preſence, for in the 7th 
verſe he repreſents the preſent life as a fo 
of hope and faith and expectation, not of 
, enjoyment, that being reſerved for the future, 
which is a ſtate of ſight and fruition, aue 
walk (faith he) by -Faith, and not by ale: ; 
the preſent life you ſee is repreſente only 

as a pilgrimage, a ſojourning as in a foreign 

country, and a walking by faith: But the 

ſtate after death, is called walking by fight and 
| 4 preſent 401 75 the Lord. 

Bur how is it poſſible to reconcile this 
melancholy uncomfortable notion with the 
the ſtrait which the ſame Apoſtle was in, as 
he tells us in his Epiſtle to the Philip. I. 
23, 24. Tam ina ſtrait (lays he) betwixt 
two, having a defire to depart, and to be 
with Chrift, which ts far better, neverthe- 
teſs to abide in the fleſh is more needful for 
you, Now if- his ſoul was to fall into a 
ſtate of ſleep or inſenſibility immediately 
upon its exit out of the Body, and ſo con- 
tinue till the Reſurrection, how cou'd he be 
at a loſs what to chuſe ? No good man, 
much leſs ſuch an one as the Apoſtle Paul, 
"wy be 1 in any doubt how to determine in 
ſuch 
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lach a caſe, for wou'd not any one that has ö 
the leaſt ſpark of goodneſs prefer the pre- 


ſent life with all the troubles and dangers 
that attend it, in order to promote the good 


of others, to increaſe their faith, and fur- 


ther their joy, to a ſtate of ſleep and inſen- 
fibility, wherein having no thought or con- 


ſciouſneſs he cam neither enjoy any degree 


of happineſs himſelf, nor do, or even ſo 
much as wiſh or deſign the leaſt good to 


others, but for the time he is ſuppoſed to 


continue in that fate, he is juſt as if he 
were not at all. Much wiſer and far more 


comfortable is the doctrine of an ancient 


Fewiſh writer, concerning the State of the 
Soul after death, The 
are in the hand of” God, and there ſhall no 
torment touch them, in the fe ht of the unwiſe, 

they ſeemed to die, and ther departure is tas 
ken for miſery, and their going from us to be 
utter deſtruction; but they are in peace, for 


though they be puniſhed in the fight of men, 


yet ts ther hope full * immortality, Wild. 


. 
Tuvs now, my brethren, I have en- 


deavoured to give you a plain and ſhort ac- 


count of the nature of that reward which 


is prepared for all good men in the world 
to come, ſo far as we can learn it from the 
_ of God, from the nature of the 


uman ſoul, and from the declarations of 


oy 


wor 


fouls of the righteous 


"=. 


8 
bees 


| "2 29 * 
Holy Script ture; but the beſt account that 
can be given of it muſt be very imperfect, 

and come far ſhort of what it really is; for, 

as was obſerved at the beginning from the 
Apoſtle Paul, Eye hath nor ſeen, nor Ear | 
heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of 


man, to conceive the things which God hath 


ared for thoſe who love him. 
9 T mo — little hath been ſaid con- 
cerning it, we may ſee Iſt. What a power- 
ful motive we have to engage us to a faith- 
ful and diligent improvement of our ſeyeral 
talents, of whatever kind they be, well 
done, good. and faithful ſervant, enter into 
the joy of thy Lord. O | how ſhou'd the 
conſideration of ſuch a kind invitation, ſuch 
an affectionate welcome, ſuch a joyful and 
comfortable approbation from the mouth af 


our Lord, encourage us to diligence and fi- 


delity 1 in his ſervice; 3 and by 4 a patient Cn 
tinuance in well doing, to Jook for glory, 
honour, and immortality, ſince we 


and are aſſured that the end of ſuch a courſe 


will be eternal life. Let this glorious and 
happy proſpect then, be a ſupport to us un- 


der all the troubles and difficulties, che tri- 


als and conflicts we may meet with, while 
we are here employed in our Maſters Ser- 
vice: Let us till retain our integrity, and 


never let it go, but always exerciſe our 


Jo to have cunſciences void of offence both 


towards 


TW] 
towards Gad and Man. Let us neuer weary 
in well doing, for in due time ue ſhall reap 
the reward if we faint not; and let us be 
 fedfaſt and unmoveable, akways abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that our la- 
bour in the Lord ſhall not be in vain. _.. 
Bu r further, 2dly, Let us learn from 
what we have heard to fortify our minds a- 
gainſt the fears of death; for to all good 
men it is but a paſſage into a glorious im- 
mortality. It is an happy removal from a 
ſtate of trial, wherein they are expoſed to 
many evils and inconveniencies, to a ſtate of 
everlaſting reſt and peace, and à joy that is 
unſpeakable, and full of Gry. And why 
then ſhou'd a good man be afraid to die ? 
ſince Chriſt hath taken away the ſting of 
death, ſince he hath broken it's power, 
and aboh/hd it, and brought life and immor- 
krality to light through his Goſpel.” All ſuch as 
are conſcious of their own ſincerity in the 
practice of Religion and Virtue, who have 
honeſtly endeavoured to improve the talents 
committed to their truſt; and to ſerve their 
22 faithfully by the Will of God, 
ve no reaſon to be afraid of death, but 
rather to meet it with joy, and be thankful 
that their warfare is ſo near an end; they 
may look back with ſelf-approbation on a 
well ſpent life, and comfort themſelves with 
the proſpect of an happy immortality in the 
— noble 


1-8 


( 3r ) 


noble and triumphant Words of the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, in the view of his Martyrdom, 


I have fought a good fight, I have finiſh'd 


Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous 


judge ſhall give me at that day, and not to 
me only, but unto all them alſo who love his 
_ appearing, 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. 
Ad AN 3dly, That this great motiveto 


the practice of virtue may have a proper in- 


fluence upon our minds, we ſhould often 
raiſe our thoughts above this world, and 
make the happineſs of the future ſtate, the 
frequent ſubject of our ſerious meditations. 


We ſhou'd keep Heaven and Eternity al- 
ways in view, and have reſpect to the re- 


compence of reward, and the joy that is ſef © 


before us: This will quicken us in our 


Chriſtian courſe, and make us zealons and 


diligent in the improvement of our talents, 


it will fortify us againſt the affaults and 
ſhocks of our ſpiritual enemies, and be a. 
great ſupport to us in the practice of virtue; 


nor need we be afraid that it will detract 


any thing from the worth of virtue, or leſ- 


ſen the value of it to have regard to a future 
ſtate, for you may ſee from what has been 


ſaid of the nature of the heavenly reward, 


that it conſiſts chiefly in the perfection of 


Holineſs and virtue; and therefore to have 


reſpect 


my cones have kept the faith, Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a Crown of 


' 
"| 
| 

| 
| 

| 

; 


' 
: 
a 
: 
G \ 
\ N 
Pe 
1 
* 


— = \ 


= — 222 FEY 
"Bun, > LAGS Golf? FAC re, I RIS WARES IE nA A eons eee es - 
OE — 223 — a — — 5 — — = — 5 - 95 —— 22cm 
—̃— — — — — ——v_—— ———— 1 
— — — pong — — 
— 


(32) 
reſpect to ſuch a reward 1 is ſo far from being 


a mark of a mercenary ſpirit, that it 1s ra- 
ther an evidence of a noble, ol like and vir- | 


tuous mind. 


Once more, athly, Let us improve 
what we have been hearing concerning 
the future happineſs of all he good and 


faithful fervants of Teſus Chriſt as a mo- 


tive of conſolation upon the death of our 
Chriſtian friends, of whom we have reaſon 
to hope and believe that they were faithful 


nin their ſervice, and are now entered into 


the joy of their Lord. This is the uſe the 
Apoſtle Paul teacheth us to make of this 
doctrine in his 1ſt. Epiſtle to the Theſſalmni- 
ans, Chap. 4th from the - 13th ' Verſe and 
downwards, where, in order to allwage 
their grief for the death of their Chriſtian 
Re he addreſſeth himſelf to them thus, 
but Tua not have yau to be ignorant, Bre- 
thren, concerning them who are aſlecp, that 
ye ſorrow not even as others who have no hope, 


br if ve believe that Jeſus died and rofe a- 


gain, even ſo, them alſo who ſleep in 84 
will God bring with him. And after 1 


ing of thoſe who ſhall be found living on 
the earth at the laſt day, and of the — 


of the Reſurrection, he adds, and ſo Sail 


wwe be ever with the Lord, wberefore _— 


ene another with * words, 


'Tis | 
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Tis true, grief being a adn paſtion, 
we cannot avoid feeling ſome degrees of ſor- 
row and concern at parting with a dearly 
beloved friend or relation, whom we are 
neyer more to ſee in this world; nor is there 
any evil in being thus affected on ſuch occa- 
ſions, if we keep our paſſion within due 
bounds, for it is a natural conſequence of 
friendſhi p and. affection, which are eminent 


virtues. = 
Bur now in order to mitigate « our ſor- 


row and reſtrain it within the bounds of de- 
cency, and the rules of religion, we ſhou'd 
conſider and reflect where our friend is 
gone; his Body indeed is laid in the grave, __ 
the houſe appointed for all living, neither 
ſhall his place know him any more; but his 
better part, the immortal and incorruptible 
ſpirit that animated the body, is ſtill alive, 
and aſſociated with the Holy Angels, and 
the Spirits of the juſt made perfect, and is got 
above all the toils and troubles, the ſnares 
and temptations, the weakneſſes and imper- 
fections, that attend the preſent ſtate. We 
ſhou'd rather therefore rejoice becauſe he is 
gone to the Father of Spirits, and is preſent 
with the Lord ; his death may be to us a 
great and grievous loſs, but to himſelf it is 
a great and unſpeaka able gain, and the conſi- 
deration of this ſhould - ſilence our com- 


Pome allay our grief, and. teach us to 
C bear 
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bear our loſs with patience, ſubmiſſion and 


— 88 
Fux general inſtruction we ſhould all 
learn from the many inſtances of mortality 


that daily occur to our obſervation, is, to 


reflect upon our own frail and mortal condi- 


tion, to conſider our latter end, and remem- 
bering that in the midſt of life we are in 
death, to give diligence to make our calling 


and election ſure, by increaſing and abound- 


ing in all the Chriſtian virtues, and perfec- 


ting holineſs in the fear of God. I doubt not 
but Balaam's with is the deſire of every 


one who believes any thing of another 


world, let me die the death of the Righteous, 


and let my laſt end belike his; but a cold de- 
-fire, a faint and ineffectual wiſh will not be 
ſufficient to produce ſuch an happy event ; 


no; there is no other ſure and certain way 


of attaining to that comfortable end, than 
that of an holy and righteous life, which is 


the only true preparation for an happy 


death; and ſince the time is ſhort,and none of 
us know how ſoon we may be called to give 


an account of our ſtewardſhip, it concerns 


us all to improve the preſent ſeaſons and 
opportunities of doing good, while we have 
them, to live above the world, and keep 


our affections diſengaged from earthly 
things, rejoicing as though we rejoiced not, 


weeping as though we wept not, buying as 


though 


wt 


though we poſſe fed not, and ang this work 


as not abufing it, or being ſunk, and im- 
mers d in it, for the Klan of this world 
paſſeth away. 5 

Bur beſide this general inſtruction to be 
got from the numerous inſtances of morta- 
lity that are frequently to be met with, 
there is a uſeful leſſon to be learned from | 
the death of a valuable friend; and indeed 
it is the proper uſe we ſhou'd make of ſuch 
an event, and the beſt teſtimony we can 
give of our regard to his memory; it is this, 
to endeavour to imitate the virtues that a- 
dorn'd his life, which engaged our eſteem 
and affection, and rendered him amiable in 
dur eyes, and which give us reaſon to hope 

and believe that he. is s entered into the j Joy. - 
bis Lord. 

II is with this + view, and for this end, 1 
would attempt at preſent to bring to .your 
remembrance ſome of thoſe, many virtues 
and excellencies, which you have obſerved, 
and ſeen in your late worthy Paſtor, and 
my dear and much eſteemed friend, whom 
I honoured as a Father and a Guide, the 
Reverend Mr. John Abernethy, now decea- 
ſed. I am very ſenſible how unfit a perſon 
Iam to make an Effay on the Memory of 


ſo great a Man, and therefore I ſhall not 


take upon me to draw a compleat character 
' E 2 i 


8 
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of him; that I leave to another hand, who; 


I hope, will oblige the world with a few 
Memoirs of his Life and character, to be 


prefixed to ſome Volumes of his Sermons Xt 


fitted for the preſs, which will ſhew what 
oreat talents God had beſtowed upon him, 


and what a faithful improvement and good 


uſe he had made of them ; his own works, 


when they ſee the light, as J hope they may 


in due time, will be the beſt encomium on 
him, and yield uſeful inſtruction as well as 
an agreeable entertainment to all who ſhall 


peruſe them with attentive and unprejudic'd 


minds, and be highly acceptable to ſuch as 
are true judges of good ſenſe, and have any 


taſte for pure religion, and genuine Chriſti- 


an Morality, For he was a ſcribe well in- 


ftrufted unto the Kingdom of God, and 


thoroughly furniſhed with all the qualificati- 
ons and accompliſhments that can be defired 
in a Teacher of the Chriſtian Religion; he 
poſſeſſed the moſt valuable talents in an emi- 
nent degree, and employed them in the ſer- 
vice of his great Maſter with the utmoſt fi- 
delity. 

H was well acquainted with all the 
branches of uſeful and valuable learning, and 
knew how to make them ſubſervient to the 
intereſt of Religion, the grounds and evi- 
dences whereof he had duly examined, and 
from a rational conviction and full periuaſion 3 

of 


„ 


of minds, did lth embrace and faithful- 
ly preach, and zealouſly practiſe that Reli- 
gion which is built upon them, the uſeful- 

neſs and excellency of which he highly ad- 
mir' d. He was indeed an honeſt, impartial i in- 
quirer after truth, and whenever he found it, 
he would cordially ; receive it in the love of it, 
for his mind was always open to conviction, 
and ready to ſubmit to the force of ſuperi- 
or evidence. 

His ſentiments of Religion were perfect. 
ly juſt and rational, as his practice of it 
was truly ſincere, uniform and conſiſtent, 
for he well underſtood the nature and de- 
ſign of Chriſtianity, and had not the leaſt 
tincture of ſuperſtition either in his opinions, 
his temper, or his practice; he never laid 
undue ſtreſs on little things, ſuch as rites an 
' Ceremonies, modes and circumſtances, and 
matters of doubtful diſputation, con cerning 
which the reaſon of men, and the fincerity 
of Chriſtians might permit them to differ, 
(as I ;have heard him ſometimes expreſs 
himſelf) and yet at the ſame time he al- 
ways maintain'd a due regard to every thing 
that bore the ſtamp of Divine Authority, 
though it might be 1 of leſſer moment in 
compariſon with other things. 

He had thoroughly confidered and well 
underſtood the great deſign of the Chriſtian 
| C 3 7 Kae 
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Religion, the nature of the Goſpel Covenant, 
and the terms of our acceptance with God, 
by which he had formed the temper of his 
own mind, and carefully. ordered the tenor 
of his converſation ; this end he always 
kept in view and Reddily purſued in his 
publick miniſtrations, and made all his ſtu- 
dies ſubſervient to it ; and his great abili- 
ties, and valuable talents were continually 
| employed to promote holineſs and virtue in 
the hearts and lives of men, which is the 
great deſign of the Chriſtian Revelation, and 
without which nothing can avail to recom- 
mend us to the favour of God. 
As to his intellectual endowments, God 
had bleſſed him with an uncommon Genius ; 
he had a large comprehenſive underſtanding, 
a clear penetrating judgment, with a fur- 
prizing ſublimity of thought. In any point 
of controverſy he cou'd quickly diſeern the 
true ſtate of it, and ſoon perceive what 
were the moſt preſſing difficulties with 
which either ſide of it was attended: And 
cou'd wiſely and judiciouſly ſeparate what 
was plain and certain, or only probable, 
from what was obſcure, uncertain, impro- 
bable, or perhaps beyond the reach of our 
| faculties ; for he was very ſenſible. of the 
imperfection of human knowledge, and the 
limited capacities of the human mind, and 
therefore wou'd never attempt to go beyond 
his 


(w4 - > 

his depth, nor ſeek to be wiſe above what 
is written. 7 

AND for this reaſon he prudently: and ma- 
deſtly left ſecret and unſcrutable myſteries to 
him to whom alone they belong: and ap- 
plied himſelf chiefly to the ſtudy of thoſe 
things, which are within the compaſs of 
the es underſtanding, and moſt uſeful 
for the wiſe and virtuous conduct of hu- 
man life, ſuch as, the great foundations of 
natural and reveal d reli gion, the perfection 
and attributes of God, ſo far as we can at- 
tain to the knowledge of them either by his 
works, or by the Revelations contained in the 
Holy Scriptures ; ; the frame and conſtituti- 
on of the human nature, with the extent 
and obligation of moral duties; the nature 
and defign of the Evangelical diſpenſation as 
it is taught and delivered in the /acred wri- 
tings : Al which he had carefully ſtudied, 
and thorou ghly digeſted, and N under- 
_ 

Hrs publick performances i in the oulps 
were no other than what we wou'd reaſon- 
ably expect from a man ſo well qualify'd, 
and richly furniſh'd with great natural abi- 
lities, and a large ſtack of acquired learn- 
ing; it wou'd be too low a character of his 
Sermons to ſay, that they were not haſty 
productions, ſuperficial Eis or little flo- 
| C4 1 
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mind, and the high ſenſe he had of the im- 
portance of Religion, ſet him above ſuch 
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thought, and ſerious meditation, and were 


warm addreſſes, and earneſt applications to 
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His ſentiments were great and noble, his 
reaſoning was clear and ſtrong, and uſually 
carry'd light and conviction along with it; 
his quotations from Scripture were always 
pertinent, for few men had ſtudy'd it more, 
or underſtood it better; his ſtyle was cor- 
rect, nervous and maſculine ; and there was 
a Spirit of piety and charity, of zeal for 
pure and undefil d Religion, and the falvati- 
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He never entertain'd his hearers with barren 
and uſeleſs ſpeculations, or fooliſb and idle 
gugſtions that are good for nothing but to 


ed the pure and genuine doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity in fimplicity and love; and if 
at any time he happened to treat on 
a point of controverſy in the pulpit, which 
ſometimes cannot be well avoided, he was 
ſure to do it with candour and judgment, and 
with a Spirit of Meekneſs and Forbearance, 


full of ſolid and - uſeful inſtructions, with 
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rid academical declamations: a His gr eat 
imean things; his diſcourſes were the reſult 


of cloſe ſtudy and application, of deep 


the hearts and conſciences of his hearers : 


on of men, viſible in all his. compoſures : 


gender ftrife and contention, but he preach- - 


of 


tu) 


of Moderation and Charity towards thoſe 
who were otherwiſe minded, 

Hs other publick miniſtrations, ſuch as 
pray er, and the celebration of thoſe pofettve 
inſtitutions, which we commonly call Sa- 
craments, were of a piece with his preach- 
ing, and in theſe exerciſes he ſtudied and 
ſought out acceptable words, and made ſuch a 
judicious choice of ſcripture expreſſions, in- 
termixed with others that were grave and 
ſolemn, and unexceptionable, and ſuited to 
excite devout affections, that none cou'd be 
at a loſs in joining with him. 

HIs moral excellencies, the temper of 
his mind, and the virtues of his life were 
truly great and noble, and worthy of imi- 
tation, he was an example to all who had 
the happineſs to know him, in word, in 
Converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 

in purity. And he carefully obſerved in 
his own practice what he recommended to 
others, in all things he ſhewed himſelf a pat- 
tern of good Works, as in doctrine he ſhewed 
uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, and found 
ſpeech that cannot be condemn'd. You among 
Whom he laboured know, and all that were 
acquainted with him can bear witneſs, how 
holity, and juftly and unblameably be beha- 
ved pimfelf among you, and towards all 
men, 
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mention them, for they who knew him 
cou'd not but chores and admire them. 


tray. 

Hs great foul was full of Jove to God, 
and to the whole rational creation ; he had 
a large ſhare of the kind and generous affec- 
tions that are implanted in the human na- 
ture, which he had carefully cultivated, 
and well improved, and in the exerciſe | 
whereof he took great pleaſure ; for he was 
always diſpoſed to do good as he had oppor- 
nity, and according to his ability ; it was 
his delight to do the will of God, to an- 
ſwer the deſign of his creation, and improve 
the talents that were committed to his 


truſt. 
Ir wou'd be calle to enumerate all | 


the particular virtues that ſhone in his con- 
verſation; but there were ſome parts of 
his temper and deportment ſo lovely, vene- 
rable and engaging, that they cannot be 
paſs d over in filence, though, I need only 


i 


HE was a man of true ſincere friendthip | 


without any boaſting profeſſions, and ſha- 
red in the joys and ſorrows of his friend, as 


if they had been his own : He had an un- 


common degree of prudence. without any 


mixture of cunning; the wiſdom of the 


Serpent and the.innocence of the Dove were 
happily united in his mind; and as for diſ- 


ſimulation, he was the fartheſt from it of any 


man, and an utter ſtranger to guile and de- 
ceit; 
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ceit; he knew not what it was to pretend 
one thing and mean another, but the ut- 
moſt plainneſs and fincerity, uprightneſs 
and integrity run through his whole conver- 
ſation, with all the frankneſs and openneſs 
that was conſiſtent with diſcretion, He was 
bleſt with a natural cheerfulneſs of temper 
that render'd him a molt agreeable compani- 
on, having nothing of the extremes of me- 
lancholy diſcontent and peeviſhneſs on the 
one hand, or exceſſive mirth and levity on 
the other; for he was grave without being 
{owre or moroſs, free and facetious without 
being improperly familiar, or ludicrous, 
his pleaſantry was always governed by the 
rules. of decency and good manners, and 
he was affable and condeſcending without 
ſtooping to any thing that was mean, or un- 
worthy of his character. And theſe quali- 
ties together with his excellent good ſenſe 
made his company both improving, and 
entertaining. He had the ornament of a 
meek and quiet ſpirit which is in the fight of 
God of great price, and lovely in the eſteem 
of men, and a moſt ſurprizing command 
of his temper, with great preſence of mind, 
under pretty high provocations, of which 
J have been a witneſs on ſome occaſions not 
needful to be mentioned at preſent, and to 
tell truth upon the beſt recollection I can 
make, I do not remember that ever I faw 


TR 
him ruffled, diſcompoſed or tranſported 
with any thing. - He ſeemed to have had. 
the paſſion of .reſentment under ſuch exact 
government that it never diſturbed his un- 
derſtanding, but he was. always poſſeſſed of 
" himſelf, and a calmneſs and evenneſs of tem- 
per was become perfectly habitual to him. 
And this was accompany'd (as it uſually is) 
with a forgiving ſpirit, and a diſpoſition to 
live peaceably with all men, but more eſ- 
pecially with his Chriſtian Brethren, all 
ſuch I mean who make a credible profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, with reſpect to whom, how- 
ever they might differ from him in matters 
of doubtful diſputation, he was always ready 
to exerciſe charity, forbearance and mode- 
ration, to acknowledge them as Chriſtian 
Brethren, and receive them as ſuch, endea- 
vouring thus io keep the unity of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace. Ex: 
AND yet, notwithſtanding his meek and 
peaceable temper, his moderation, charity 
and forbearance, and readineſs to yield to 
any thing that was reaſonable for the ſake 
of peace, he wou'd never upon that or any 
other conſideration ſubmit to any thing that 
he judged to be wrong, or unreaſonable, or 
to have a tendency to betray the cauſe of 
truth, virtue or liberty; in theſe things he 
was {teddy and inflexible, firm and immove- 
able as a rock, it was a ruling principle with 
bim 10 retain his integrity, to keep a good 
| conſcience, 
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conſcience, and faithfully to diſcharge his 
duty, in all cafes and circumſtances, and 
leave the iſſues and events of things to him 
200 knows the times and the ſeaſons which be 
keeps in his own power, and ordereth and diſ- 
poſeth as he knoweth to be beſt and fitteſt _ 
to anſwer the purpoſes of his wiſe and righ- 
teous government: This was the founda- 
tion of his ſteddy adherence to what ap- 
peared to him a good cauſe, and hence was 
it that in maintaining and defending it he 
was reſolute and couragious; he was bold as 
a lion, and was not afraid of the faces of 
men : At the ſame time he was perhaps one 
of the moſt candid and favourable men you 
wou'd meet with in paſſing a judgment of 
others who might differ from him, and chuſe 
to act another part. He was not of a jealous 
ſuſpicious temper, - nor apt to cenfure or 
paſs a judgment on others, or take a thing 
by a wrong handle, but was always diſpos'd 
to think and hope the beſt and make all rea- 
ſonable allowances for human frailties and 
infirmities. 43 22 -” bs The, 

He ſeemed to have had an habitual ſenſe 
of God upon his mind, and a ftrong ſettled 
_ Perſuaſion of the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
his government in all events, ſo that nothing 
cou'd ſhock him, or ſhake his confidence in 
God; he was prepared for whatever might 
happen, and vas not afraid of evil tidings, 
for bis heart was fixed, truſting in God: 
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And this dependence an — was ac- 


companied with an entire ſubmiſſion and 
hearty reſignation to the Divine Will, when 


he thought fit at any time to lay his afflict- 
ing hand upon him, and under ſome ſore and 


ſharp trials of affliction that he met with, he 
poſſeſs d his ſoul in ſuch patience, and bore 


them with ſuch a calmneſs and tranquility 


of mind; and ſuch a devout reſignation to 


4. providence, ; as ſtruek thoſe who obſerv d 5 
him with Admiration. 


Tux time wou'd fail me to freak of his 


ſtrict temperance and ſobriety, his exact pu- 


rity of manners and abſtractedneſs from the 
world, the juſtice and equity, fidelity and 


veracity that were obſervable in his Ste 


—— his love to his country, and 
regard to the welfare of the publick, and 


the cauſe of liberty, his faithful obſervance of 
relative duties, with his prudent diſereet and 
religious economy. x 


THERE 1s but one thing more I wou d 


take notice of before I have done, namely 


that with all thoſe rare accom pliſhments, in- 
tellectual and moral, with which he was en- 


dowed, really above moſt men of the age, 
he was ſingularly modeſt and ſelf deny d, 
and had nothing in his temper or behaviour 


that was arrogant or aſſuming, or ſavoured 
of pride and ſelf conceit; but was clothed 
with bumility, , and very condeſcending. 
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Sven was 5 ths temper, conduct, and be- 


haviour, and ſuch were the talents and qua- 


lifications of that great and good man who 
has been lately taken from us; to his own - 
gain and 3 1 make no doubt, but 
to our great grief, and unſpeakable loſs, 
Thoſe who did not know him may poſſibly 
think I have given him too high a character, 
but thoſe who had the happineſs of an inti- 
mate acquaintance with him, 'will readily 
allow that I have been ſo far from-exceed- 
ing in any thing I have ſaid of him, that I 
have rather fallen far ſhort, and mi icht have 
aid a great deal more. 
You my brethren who were his beloved 
charge have loſt a moſt faithful and aſfection- 
ate Paſtor, one who had a ſincere regard for 
your welfare, and an hearty concern for your 
beſt and trueſt intereſt, your progreſs in vir- 
tue and holineſs, and your intereſt in the fa- 
vour of God; he ſhunned not to declare to 
you the whole counſel of God, and preach'd 
the whole Religion of Chriſt, keeping back 
nothing that was profitable to you; and of uſe 
to promote your edification in faith and ho- 
lineſs. You lay near his heart in his laſt 
hours, and the day before he died, he ex- 
preſſed in the hearing of ſome Who were 
about him his great concern for the congre- 
gation of Moodoſtreet, and that they might 
be happily provided in a proper perſon to 
lucceed him, I heartily e with 
ä you 


== = — — — 


— 
2 — — 


—— ͤ— — 2 5 — 2 = SY — * _ - b 
— . th: I = IE, = _ MW ——— — = 7 c = 7 M —_—_— IE _— 
=_—_ —— —- == — l — ws — — : : E — — — ——_ bo : - 2 — 1 = = 
— = - . a — 2 : — — ——ů — . — . ̃ 7 . T2 A we = 9 — — = | . ay 
— — een — * —————ͤ——— ——-„—ͤ — — — — — — = — — — 2 2 — — n — — : FRA. D a> 
— — 4 = — — — - — — —̃ — —— — — N — — = ona + = = > — 
) . - = — F_— —— = - — = — _ * 
1 ” 2 = —— - \ 
? * 4 a # "4 0 | 7 TR > 


— — 


TOE ASTLEY ak= = 4 IEEE = 
== LEI — = == 


(48 1 
you in your preſent circumſtances, and | pra 
God make up your loſs. 

'YouR ſurviving Paſtor has loſt an agree- 
able and comfortable fellow labourer, who 
traly ſympathiz d with him in all his afflic- 


tions; they join'd their counſels and endea- 


vours to promote your good and further 
your joy, and lived together 1 in perfect one 


and harmony. All we who were his bre- 
thren in the miniſtry have loſt an * 
brother, a faithful { frimd, and a wiſe and 
prudent adviſer. 


In a word, the death of Mr. Abernethy 


is a great loſs to the diſſenting intereſt,” yea 
to the whole prote/tant intereſt in this king- 
dem ; for he was a man of a large heart and 
a catholick ſpirit, and well underſtood the 
| nz ;ples of the reformation, and the true 
liberties of men; and Chrittians, and was in 
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every reſpect an ornament to his profeſſion: 
He was a burning and a ſhining light, and 
had God ſo pleaſed, we cou'd moſt willing- 

ly have rejoiced a while longer in bis light, 


but he has thought fit to withdraw him from 


us to ſhine in a higher Orb, and it becomes: 


us to ſubmit : The Lord gave, and the Lord 


hath taken away, bleſſed % the name of the 
Lord. Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright, for the end of that man is peace. 
Remember thoſe who have been your gui des, 
whoſe faith follow, OI 1 „ od 
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